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SUBJECT: SERIOUS OUTBREAK OF VIOLENCE IN BEKAA VALLEY TOWN OF 
ZAHLE. 

1. IN THE MOST SERIOUS INCIDENT SINCE THE END OF ROUND 3, 

LARGE SCALE AND PROLONGED FIGHTING BROKE OUT AUGUST 28 
IN THE TOWN OF ZAHLE, SEAT OF THE GOVERNORATE OF 
BEKAA. AS OF LATE AFTERNOON AUGUST 28 THE SHOOTING HAD 
REPORTEDLY DIED DOWN AND THE LEBANESE SECURITY FORCES 
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THE TOWN IS QUIET AS OF 1800 HOURS LOCAL BUT TENSIONS 
ARE HIGH IN THE AREA. 

2. AS FAR AS WE CAN PIECE TOGETHER. THE FACTS AS 
OF 1800 HOURS AUGUST 28 ARE AS FOLLOWA: 

3. THE TROUBLE HAD BEEN BREWING FOR SEVERAL DAYS. 

IT BEGAN AUGUST 26 AS A PRIVATE QUARREL IN A ZAHLE 
RESTAURANT THAT RESULTED IN ONE DEATH FROM A GRENADE 
EXPLOSION. AS WELL AS SEVERAL WOUNDED. THREE MEN 
WERE ARRESTED BY THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES. SINCE THE 
MAN KILLED WAS A MOSLEM AND THE MAN ARRESTED WERE 
CHRISTIANS, THIS QUICKLY AROUSED THE IRE OF LOCAL 
INHABITANTS OF THE PREDOMINANTLY CHRISTIAN TOWN OF 
ZAHLE. LARGE DEMONSTRATIONS OCCURED AUGUST 26 AND 
27. THE AUTHORITIES RELUCTANTLY AGREED TO RELEASE 
ARRESTED MEN ON BAIL AUGUST 27, AND THE SITUATION 
TEMPORARILY DIED DOWN. 

4. ABOUT 0300 AUGUST 28 SEVERAL CHRISTIAN SHOPS IN 

ZAHLE WERE BOMBED. THE TWONSPEOPLE REACTED IMMEDIATELY, 
AND FIGHTING STARTED THROUGHOUT THE TOWN AND IN AT LEAST 
ONE MOSLEM VILLAGE IN THE OUTSKIRTS. GOL SECURITY 
FORCES INTERVENED AND ARRANGED A CEASEFIRE THAT 
BECAME EFFECTIVE APPROXIMATELY 1400 HOURS AUGUST 28. 

5. AS NEAR AS WE CAN DETERMINE THE SHOOTING MAINLY 
INVOLVED LOCAL INHABITANTS AND TOOK A MOSLEM 
VERSUS CHRISTIAN CHARACTER. IT IS NOT CLEAR WHETHER 
PALESTINIANS WERE INVOLVED. 
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